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THE OFERATIONS OF COMPANY Bs 142D INFANTRY
(36TE INFANTHY DIVIS ION) AT THE 8 IBGFRIED
LINB, ¥ ISSEMBOURGeDORRENBACHE AREA = 18=23%
MAECHE, 1945
( BEINBLAND CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experisnce of a Company Commander)

 AHTRODYCT JON

This monograph covers the opsrstions of Compeny By 142d Infantiry,
36th Division at the Bilegfried Line, Wisgenbourg«Porrenbach arsa, l9=32
Merch, 1945, during the Battle of the Sasr Falatinates |

To give the reader an appreciation of the pioture, the coendition
and streugth of the troops involved, it will be mecessary to portrey in
a brief manner, some of the evente prior to this sctien.

Afver a long and bitter winter in the Vosges Mountains, en the
15%h or- Merchy 1945, the Seventh United Btates Aruy was on the borders
of Germamny and the Baar Palatinate, the second richest industrisl area
within the German Reichs (1) (See Map &)

The 36th Infantry Divisign had landed at Southern France on the
15tk Aagust, 1944 as an essault Divieion of the Beventh Army end had
participated through all of the Sevenih Army operations from the
Riveria beaches to the Rhine. It was considered an "old ema;t Divie
slon®, with eleven monthe of combat in Italy and o:@gﬁt months in Franoe
ap 10 the time of the WisseasbourgeDorrsnbach eboratian. The Division
was originally the Taxas National Guard Division and altheugh it now
had very faw texans left, tha.sp:l.rit'm still fﬁoru (2)

The 36th Division crossed the Moder River on the 15th March -
1945 in the first phase of "0peration Undertone" and pursued the
Germans for more tham 30 nii«s through delaying actiens and rough

(1) &1, De 693; (2) A=3.



terrain to the City of Wissembourg, Frances Here the Germans were
to moke their last omutpost before the SBiegfried Line, (3) (See Nap

&)

The Sa@r Palatinate made a triangle which cx't;endod. into the
American Third and gSeventh Army Lines, It was the only sector re=

..ua.'mi.ng ¥est of the Rhine River that was of any importance jndustirim
ally to the Germsns, therefore it wae necessary to give it immediate
attention as soom ‘as the troops could be made available to eliminate
ite (4) (8es Map A) |
~ The Saar Palatinate is bounded on the Bast by the Rhine River;

. the Forth by the ¥oselle River and the South by the LautersSarre Rivers
It hes four important terrain features: The Rhine Valley, the Hardt:
Mountaing, the Sasrbruscken=-Kaiserslautern~--Worme Corrider and the
Hansruck Mountains, The main communiocation route was the NortheSouth
Highway, ruaning from Baguenau through Wissembeurg and Lendsu at the
foot of ths Herdi Mounteins. This was to be the axis of advance of
the 36%h Division, (5) (See Mop 4)

AThc Seventh Arny had made advances into the City of Wisseme
bourg in December 1945, But due to the lack of troops and the German
counterattacke, it had beern forced to withdraw in January snd fera
8 line running from jusi East of Eagusnau to a point North of Saaye
bruscken where it joined the Third Army, {See Map &). The imjtial
phaze of "Operation Undertone” was to be carried on over familiar
sro;md _to-the SBeventh Army, is)

The Germans were not in a good position; the advances of the .
Pirst and Ninth American Armies to the North had caused them to shift

(3) Am35 (4) A=l Do 6835 (5) Arl, o 695, Do 71235 (6) AwBy Do 476,
‘Fl"P‘ 698, : ’



' troops from the Saar Palatinate to the North, without getting sny

troops im return, Whils the Germans were losing troeps, the Americans
wers 'gaining, The Seventh U. 8. Army now had a total of sleven Infen
try Division‘s and three Armored ﬁivisians, while it was reported by
Seventh Army Ge2, *the enemy probably Will mot exvesd nine divisioms
made up of l18 to 80 battalions or'infan-try with sone 150 to 160 arme~
cred vehicles, mostly selfspropelled guns®s (7)

The Third U, S« Aray sitting én the Mosslle River poised to
strike was threatening the Korth of t;h_o Palntine;.to. If & break.
fhrongh were made by the Third U. S+ Army, the Germens to the south
would bs threatened by an attack from the rear and if a breakthreugh
were made by the Seventh Us 84 w. the Germans to the Nerth would
also be threstensd by an attack frou the rear, The Germans were in a

pel_ition t0 be ocut off and maybe surrounded in the pecket, Thsre

“
wers both suitable terrain for a defensive and eome indications that

the Germens might try to hang on.

In sccordance with this concept, the plan for "Operation Under~
tone" was cmooived. .Ther- hed been two other plans written and dise
cussed, but because of . lack of troope and developments 1ln the north,
the plans had to e rewritten and renamed, Ii was 10 be a coordinated
attack with Third Us B, Army, the First French Army and Seventh U, 8¢
Aramys 8ixth Us 8. Army Group hed been granted permission to coordis
nate the n:_wemont of the Third U, 8« Armys south of the Moselle, The
First French Army was to attiack parallel to the east of ths Rhine Rivers _
the Third Ue 8¢ Army was to atiack from the northn..-l,t and the Seventh
Army to atteck from the southwest, all with the missien of clearing
the west bank of the Bhine, destroying the cenemy and establishing a
bridgehead across the Fhine, Speed wae t0 be a vital Tfactor in the

(7) ‘-1' Pe 696,



operation if success was to be achieveds (8)

The opsration was to be supported by air from the XII Tactical
Air Command, (9) |

The VI Corps was to be the right Corps of Seventh U, £, Armye
It was to have the Third Algerias Infantry Division, 103d Infantry
Divieion, 424 Infantry Division, 36th Infantry Division and th; 14th
Armored Divisiun-in Corps reserves (10) (See Map B)s The misaion
of the VI Corps wagt To attack on D Day, socﬁrs the Bitche~Hagusnan
reed, continue the attack and panetrate the Biegfried Line. It was
to assist tﬁe advance of XV Oorps, capturs Lendau snd Neustadt and
destroy the enemy in zone. (11)

The 36th Division wes to attack in the Haguenau area (soolﬂap
B)e It's misaisn was to secure the Haguenau-Wiseembourg highway fer
e supply route for the VI Corps; penetrate the Fiegfried Line and cone
tinue to peize Landau, The 36th German Infaniry Division wes defend-
ing this area, thus the attack was to be the American 36th Infantry

Divisien versus the German 36th Infantry Division, {12)
After a two day battle, the 1424 Infantry secured the town of
- Mertgwiller and became division reserve. The 1434 Infentry mede o
left flank envelepment and passed ahead of the 1424 Infaniry and
moved on into Dieffenbach. (13) (Ses Map B)

The Division pushed on and or the morning of 1% Merch, the lst
and 24 Battalions‘of the 1424 Infantry seized Wissemwbourg after sporadic
a;counters. {(14)

The men of Ceompany B, 1424 Infantry were tired as they had boen
the leading Company pf the Battalion since the jumpeff, Casualiies

were being felt; five men werse killed and twelve wounded, including

(8) Awl, ps 6985 (9) A»l, ps 699; (10) A=l, pa. 689, pe 9473 (11)
A=l, Pe 948; (18) A=3; (13) A~1, pe 711; (14) &=l, p. 713,



the 1st platoon I;ader in the last three days. The Company had lost
aboat ten men dus to the long marches and from cowbat fatigue, thus
the company was down to about eigﬁty psrcent in strengthe (15)

Tﬁs Division planned to attack north from Wissembourg with lélst
Iafaniry on the right of the WissembourgeBsrgzebern road and ihe 1424
on the 1uft with the road inclusive, The 1434 Infaniry was in Division
reserve., (16) |

On the afterncon of 19 March, 1946, the 1424 Infantry moved omt
of Wissembourg on foot, preceded by a platoon from the 36th Reconnae
issensas Troop. The lst Battalion moved directly north on the Berg-
zabern «~ Wissembourg highway and the 24 Battalion to the left on a
eross-country routs, The 3d Battalion wee to move into Iissonbm;trg
and remain in Begimental reserve, The Regiment plsnned to pursue
the Germans to the Slegfried Line and if pessible, effect a surprise
attack immediately with lst and 2d Battaliens to breach the Line.
There was a platoon of tanks attached to the lst Battalion from the

7534 Tank Battalion, (17) (See Map C)

‘'The lat Battalion Coumander, Lieutenant Cslenel James L. Minor,
issued an order on 19 March at Wissembourgi it's contents were: *It
ie not belleved the Siegfried Line is manned in great strength. "o
are tq Bove out es soon as posaible, nerth up the highway until cobe
tact is made, Let your wen marech as light as possiblef keep your
carriers in the column with you and be ready for anythinge Lowery
‘(ne.jer, Battalion Executive Officer), will give you the order of march
and the administrative details", The order of march was to be: Flatoon
36th Reconneissance Troop, lst -platoon of cupﬁy C on the platoon eof
(15) Parsonal knwloé§§; (16) A»3, Personal Mnowledge; (17) A=és

Personal knowladge,



tanks, the remsinder of O Cempany on foot, A Company, Battalion Comm~
and Group, B Company and D Company. The Baitalion Headguarters Company
was to move by beunds in rear of the columne Radics were to be opened
ilmediatoly; The march was to be a column on each side of the roads
Terrain maps of one over twentj-fivo thousands of the arQa north of
Wissembourg were issued. (13) _

Major General John E, Dahlquist, then ﬁiviaion-cunmnndor of the
36th Infentry Division arrived at the Batialion Commend Post Jjust as
the Battalion officere were leaving after receiving the Battalion order,
He was overheard by the company coﬁmanders te saj: . "¥eo have got -them
on the rune Patton's forces have ﬁrokqn through and the sneny's communbi-
catione are disrypted. We have got to push them before they can get
orgenized®, (19)

Tho‘lst Battelion reached the border of Germany st ahout 1500
hours, 19 March 1945, three kilouctora north of Wissembourgs It was
a thriliing moment as the column passed under the masonry archway
over the highiag, knowing that the lgt Battalion, 143d Infantiry was
the first unit of the Division to be on actual German soil. Thie was
& great morale booster, One could hear and notice the difference in
tone of the conversations down the column, {20)

Company B was Earching as light as possible, 4ll but ene ba&do-
lier of ammunition hed been picked up from the rifle men in Wiseembourgs
The mortars and mechine guns were on the weapons carriere which wero. 
following immediately behind the weapons platoon on the rear of the
column, The truék with blanket rolls had not had a chance to catch
up with the cquany‘sinoe leaving Mertazwiller on 17 Maroh, The coqpaﬁy

{18) Persenal knowledge; (19) Fersonal knowledge; (20) Ae3,
Personal knowledge,



was carrying ite normel combat rations; enewthird O=Ration and one-
third Keration, supplementsd with a helf pound .ot' coffTee and » can of
evaporated milk for every three men. The morale was &8 high as the
company commander had ever seen it, The meh of Company B knew that
this wa.i the beginning of the end, (21)

The company had made ene serious misteke prior to the initial
sttack and that was sbout twenty-five percent of the men still had
the winter shoe~packs that were issued during the winter in the
aountalin'u The men ooulpl be seen hobbling aleng with sore feet and
heard opnblaining of their shoea, It im bhelieved that some casaal-
tien ﬁccurred to the company at a very criticel time due to this
mistake, (22)

The column passed through Schweigen and Rechtenbach, (Bee Map
€)s These towns were not defended and the few civilians thers had
white flags heuging from the ﬁindm. although they were not pleased
to see the Americans, (23)

R was a ciear spring dey, the sun was shining a.ni'tho rolling
country and the plewed fields would meke one think of a typical spring

day in the States. (24)

Tﬁo Reconnaissence platoon and the tank platom' drove into Ober-
Otterbach but soon after the firet vehicles entered the town, they were
met with 2 heil of machine gun fire and self=propelled fire from ithe
heights juet nerth of the town, This was the Siegfried mo‘ The
first elements of the lst Battalien had t;ontmgd the snamy at 1600
hours, 19 Maroﬁ, 1945, The civilisne in ObereQtterbach had been

(21) Personal knowledge; (22) Personal Knowledge; (23) Awd,
Personal knowledge; (24) Personal knowledge,



completely evacusteds The tanke pulled back and supported ¢ and A
companies by fire. Company A left the road and deployed to the left
while Company C econtiqued wp the road into the tows, The Germans
had the town registered with artillery and as socn as our lead ele
mente entered, they fired a strong barrage which ocaught ¢ company
just at the outekirts of the town, (25)

B Gonpa.u:y Commender ordersd the platoons to take their ammuni-
tion from the carriers and the wespens platoon to remove it's equip-
ment and weapons elso, A5 this was being done, the Germens threw &
s heavy Nebelwerfer barrege (German heavy rocket) onte the.ooluln'.

The weapons platoon leader was hit by a piece of shrapnel im the
foot and had to be svacuated,

The company duwg in in the fields on the right of the road,

‘Compeny A wes sent down the left side of the road inte the

towng a two=bour fireefight rolloqad and ¢ cﬁupw wae cut down te
about half. etrengthe (26)

Gompany D end the remainder of the colwmn had drewn back inte
Rechtenbach to gain cover from the Nebeslwerfer barrages which wers
now falling 1ntemittohtly along the roo;d fron Bechtenbach to Obere
Ctterbache (27) (Bee Map 0)

At 1800 hours, B Company Commander received a radio ﬁessago

'freu the Battalion Commender te move his company inte the east
portion of Ober«(tterbachs. The Company Commander went forward and
r_econ.ne:l.torad a routs inte the town, The company could move te the
right of the road about 300 yards and be masked from snemy ebservaw
tion until it could get within e hundred yards of the first houses
on the outpkirts of the town, The ccmpeny deployed each platoon in

(35; A=l, pe T12; A=4; Persamal knowledge; (26) Personal knowledze;
(27) Porsonal knowledge,
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a wedge formation, Ime to the narrow draw that the company was to go
through; it moved out in a oompany colummn with an orders I1st, 34
Weapons end 24 platoons., Lisutenant William Os Repke, the company
axecutive officer, had tsaken command of the first platoon, The move
-wag completed in ;rdez_- and upon resaching the tomn, the eoﬁp_a.ny commandw
er rocelved. another ordsr from the battalion commander to move the
company across to the west side of town and clear about twénty houses
of some Gormans who weras f.'iring into the flanke of A company in the
center of town, (28)
The little town of ObereOtterbach was taking a terrific pound~
ing from German artillery. {29) A number of prisoners who hed been
taken by Company G, reported that they had orders to stay in the town
.%o the last man, This seemed strange ae the pilihoxos in the Siegfried
Line could be seen overlooking the town less them 200 yards away and

it seemed they should be manning them. (30)

& Company B noved across town in column, teking cover of the bullde
ings and by rushes through the back yards., 8Soon after it had crosged
the read through the center of town, the company commander met the
battalion commander who saild, "we have had ordere from Regilment te
clear the town and hold for thé night; the second battalion is going
to attack immediately just west of the town and try to get through

the Line", Ths company continyed en and 'éy the time the company
conmand.ef had moved up to it, the company had occupled the houses
slong the most west road of the town without resistance, (31) (Ses
Map ©)

As soon 88 the houses wers occupied, the Germans fired autﬁ-:
matic small ar;ms from the pillboxes aﬁwe the housess This restrioted

(28) Peresonal knowledge; (29) A=l, ps 712, Personal knowledge;
(30) Personal knowledge; (31) Personal knowledge.
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fres movement in the road as five of the houses were on fire and
sven though darkneas was closing in, the Germans had excellent obserw
vation over B Company's area from the light of ‘the burning housens (32)

There was one gap of sbout 100 yards in thse line of hcouses 'aleng
the roads Beyond this gap was a group of about six houses, (see Map
C), where the first platoon had e squad. The company commander did
not feel that the squad was sufficient so he ordered the 2d platoon
with the maehin; gun section attached to move through the company
and garrison the houses beyond the gap, This let the first equad of
l1st platcon move baLek acrees the gap. The company was then reerganized
-is the houses along the road in thie order from West to RBasty The 24
platoon, lst platoen, Headquarters Group, Mortar Seotion and the 3d
platoen. (33) |

Wire was installed as soon as the reorgsnization was completed
and then pound power telephones were in to all platoons, &is this
.was going on, the battelion installed the ER«8 field telephone from
vettalion in the company commend poste (34)

No casumlties had occurred to B Company while moving into town.
Tiie coumpeny, believing that it was going to stay in the town for the
night, was in good gpirits. The Dlanket-rolls had resched the hattoe
lion and cari-ying bartias from Compsny B were sent back to the ﬁtskirts
of the town to bring blenketerolls, a bag ‘or clean sooks, rations and
water to the coupany.l - (38)

The small arme fire from the Biegfried Line and the artillery
hed ceased and everything was gquiet oxceg;t for the crackling of the
burning houses and the noise ecsused by walls and roofs fallings It
was & cooly clear apring night with the moon casting shadows over
the buming town. (36) |

(32), (33), (34), (35), (36) Personal knowledge,
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The company organized sentry posts along the road of houses for
the night, One half of the company was to stay awake opn guard while

the other half slept, (37)

e FIRST ATTACK ON

At 2200 hours, 19 March, 1545, the company commander received
a telephone message from the Battalien S«3 to asssable the company
oh the sastern side of town on the continuation of the East-West
road, ({(Bee Map D), and be prepared to attacks The company commander
triedi to learn what the miesion or plan was.l but he wag cut off from
the conversation, (38)

It took nearly an hour to aséonblo the company and get it ready
to move, _The.movenent was restricted because as the men left the
houses, the Germans again fired from the pillboxes inte the hounes,

As the 2d platoon was moving out, 2 messenger from Company Headquarters
was wounded by a aniper and shorily thereafter, the 2d platoon leader
was wounded in the arm; it is bei’ieved by the same sniper. (39)

Ths following hour was a period of utter confusion. The eomi:a.ny
moved across tewn, crawling over and under debris, wire and fences,
and the men continwally wanting to know, %what in hell is geing en',
The company commander was at & loss for '«;rd.a 'aa ha did not know hi--
selfe As Company B reached the sector that was designated for the
assembly, it Tound Company & in the same sectore To let the colpany
close up would h§v0 plﬁﬂ about 300 men in a road about & hundred
yerds in depth. The compeny commander halted B Company which was
now spread out in column acroes the town, (40)

At about 2330 hours, the Battalion Commandsr met B Company comme
ander and gave him the following orders YThe l4lst Infantry hes con-

(37), (38), (39), (40) Personal knowledge.
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tact with us on our rights, We are to try an attack through the dragons
testh with A end B Companies and the platoon of tanks, A Company will
lead ocut with the tanks and you follow in column®, The Battalion Comm-
ender did not designate a route as it is belisved that he did not know
Just where he would make the -,t't;a.ck, however this is entirely am agsump-
“tionm on‘the asuthor's part, (41) -

The Compeny Commander had time to make a map r.ooonnaiuaace of
the areas It showed all flat lend with the ususl sunken fisld roads,
running perpendicular to the Siegfried Line, (See Map D)e The Line
itself had not heé reconnoitered but the Map showed it to have s
staggered column of three rows of dregon teeth (cement triangular
blocks about three feet high), (42)

The platoon leadsrs were called forward and given the situation
and the fellowing instructions by the Company Commander, *We don't
know if the dragons testh are defended, The 14lst has contact on our
right and the 24 battalion 1s attacking on the lefts We ars to follow
Company A .out in column and attsck to the left into the dragons testh
t;'n'm & point somewhere down this road which we are now on, The tanks
are moving out wiih Company Ae OCompany C ie remaining in town., We
w:lil move out in the same order a..z we afo now ing have your men plle
their bedrolls in platoon piles and leave a guard with them, I will
be at the head of the column and will give you orders by 536 radlo®.
(43)

The tanks moved wp through the column and the men shuddered
to think of the artillery they would prebably draw, Omlpnny A moved
out and Company B followed, .The formation moved about 300 yards sast
on the road when the tanks c@ld be heard pulling out into the rield

(41), (42) (43) Personal knowledge.
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north of the road, The.rorlation contilnued on and soon B Cempany
Comuander met the Battalion Commander coming back down the road who
said, "I have sent twe platoqné of A Company end thres tanks out
;grosa‘the fisld®, BHe had juﬂ£ salid thig when two German flares

went up ovar tho‘rield to the left, Company B was in the sunken road
and immediately they started to dig into the fertile banks along the
sides, The tanks could be nreen very plainly silhouetted on the field,
The Battalion Comuender left and went fﬁrward up the eolunﬁ. The
tapks started to move forward again but this time they drew fire Irom
an estimsted elight German machine guns, to their front,, The tanks
could be'heard'ﬁoning backc across the fislde (44)

The Battalien conmsndek again came ranning down the roed and
gave B Company Gouﬁanﬂer the following ordert “Move your oqipany
back into 1t;s original poeition in town = lhgi;ent hee ealled the
atteck off « gat them cut of here before they get artillery on us',
(45) |

The Company Commander motified the platoon leaders by 536 radie
and ordersd them te¢ withdraw under individual platoon controle It was
a hasty withdrawale The Company Coumander ran all the way bﬁck to the
town but he never cdhght the rear of his company until Le reached the
buildings in the town. Company A followed Company B in exactly the
same manner and the tanks followed at the rear of the column, The
move was completed at exactly the right time as the anticipated arti-
llery barrage hit ihe Fisld just as the rear elements of Cempany A
clesred into the town, (46) _

Company B, uponh reinhing it's original position on the west
pide of town at about 0200, 20 March 1945, had a check for cagualt les

(44), (45), (45) Personal knowledge,
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ana' missings None were found, It was a relief to know that the withe
drawal wes completed in good order after such a brisf and loose order
wa.s‘giﬂ'ven for it, (47)

| American small arme fire could be heard in the hills above to
the northwest of the company's pesition about 500 yards away (See Map
D)» frhe 2d Battalion attack was going we;l.‘.l.. but riowly, At about
0400 hours, two men from the 24 Battalion came into B Company's posi-
tion with eight prisoners, GRometime during the night, a forward detechw
ment from the 34 Battalion aid station had installied a forward eid stae-
tion :ln one of the houses in the 2d platoon area and was routing ite
wounded threugh the 2d pletoon's poeition, (48)

230 545 OBE OTTEFQL |

The 30 March, 19‘5 gave Company B the rest it had been ho;ding
for the past four days. Ths company stayid in positien and the men
cleaned their wespons and had a chancs to wash and get themselves
cleaned up & bit, (49)

At '100_0 hours the Cowpany Commanders were called to the Batta.
lion Command Post which was located in a large house on the main high~
way from Wissembourg oh the wouth side of town, Lieutenant Jolonel
Minor informed the Company Commanders that the lst Battglion had De=
come Regimental reserve and that the 34 Batislion had ntt_ackod B OB
whers to the west of ihe 24 Battalion, that the lst Battalion would
be prepared to exploit any break-through made by either the 2d or 34
Battalions. The men wers to get as much r_ost as pessible a.hd 10 re=
Plenish any shortages of aumgnition and equipment, (S50)a

Ths day was quief with only intermittent mortar concentrations

(47), (48) fersonal knowledge; (48) a=4, Personal knowledge; (50)
Psrsonal knowledge,
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falling on the town, although the attack of tﬁs 24 Bettalion raged

less than a thoumd yards away and théro_ was a continual flow of

wounded and prisoners coming through B Company's area all day. (51)
Night closed in and everyone hoped for ﬁ'chmco 1o remain in

the comfortable, though orowded, houses for the night, (52)

At abeut 3100 houre, 20 March, the Compeny Commanders wers
called to the Command Post to receive an attack order. (53)

Lt. Gai. Minor informed the Company Commenders that the 3d
Battalion had attacked the 8iegfried Line at Grassberg (See Map E)
and hﬁd been successful in achlisving surprise, "1‘\he 3d Battalion hed

made a peneiraiion of unknown depth, bdut had suffered heavy oasualties
and was practically out of ammunition, The lst Batialior was to move
up the draw mﬁiatoly in front of the Siegfried I.ina (8ee Mep E)
snd continue the attack through the 3d Battalions It would be a most
prcéarious move as the draw wag directly in front of the Siegfried
Line and any detection by the Germans of the movemeat in the draw was
sure to bring artillery onto the Batialion and the column would be
within orreotivﬁ range of small arms fire all of the ways cﬁploto
sj.lenoe and steslth was the only wethod by which the move could be
succeésrully accomplished, (54) |

The weather was favorable for the move as the skies had clouded -
over and it was a -very derk night,

The order of march of the Battalion would be: Companies By Ay
‘Headquarters, D and C. (ompahies A and B were %o have a platoon of
machine guns attached from Company Ds. Company B was 1o notify Batita-

(51) A~4, Personal knowledge; (32), (53) Personsl knowledge; (54)
A~4, Personel knowledge,
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licn when it was ready to move and then move out on order from Batta-
lion, (55)

It wa@ made very clear to the Company Commenders that Oolonel
George Bs Lynch, 1424 Infantry Regimental Commander, expected this to
be the rinal attack and the breach of the Siegfried Iine., (56)

Antistank Company and the Intelligence and Reconnaissance
- platoon which were to be employed as a Rifle Compeny were on their
way to relieve the lst Bsttalion ae Regimental reserve and to held
the town of Ober<Qtterbach, (57)

B Company Commander was informed at the Battalion coua.ud. Post
that the 34 platoon leader, 1st Lieutenant Robert Ge. Futtrell, had
orders. there to return to the Zons of Intuiarior‘ on rotatioen. The
Battalion Commander ilndicated that if the Company Cemmander so wished,
he could withhold the orders until after the attack, The Company
Commander did not desire te do so, However, this loi't ths Company
axtremely shor.t of off icers as the only officers now remaining were
Lieutenant William O, Repke, the Compeny HExecutive Off icer whe was
now acting as the lst platoon leader, and the (ompany Cemmander. The
other officers had heen wounded @d evacuated in previous phases of
the operation, (58)

The éenpmy Commender had s very able assistant in the Artillery

Forward Observer, lst Lioutonant John ¥, gmith, who had been .'ntt'a.el.ua
to Company B throughout the operation, This officer ﬁs capeble of
performing hie duties as A.rtiliery Forward Cbserver and also was an
able tnetidal commander. FEe relisved the Company Mder many times
of administrative details. (59) |
(55), (56) Peracnsl knowledge; (57) H. Statement of Colanel George

Be Lynch, then Commander 1424 Infantry, 36 Division en 10 Jamuary,
1949; (58), (59) Persconal knowledge,
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The plateon leaders were called to the Compeny Command Post to
receive the order and in the meantime a machine gun platoon leader
from Company D; 1t Lisutenant William D, Lewls, arrived at the Com~
pany co;lma:;d Pest with his platoon, The Company Commander assembled

the officers, the platoon sergeants, platoon guides, First Sergeant

'lnd the cemmunication Sergeant in the cellar of the Command Post to

hear the order, He informed them of the mission and the routs. The
Tormation for the warch was to be: Company column in order: &4
Platoon, Qompany Headquarters, Machine Gun platoon, Mortar Sect'ion
and the lst platoon with Light Machine Gun Section sttached, Thers
was 1o be sbsolute silence during the march and light dieeipline was
to be obeerved, (60)

The platoon Sergeants recommended that the basic 16&& of ammunie
tion be increased from two bandoliers to at least thres for the rifiee
men, The Company Commander concurred with thiu and Lisutenant Lewis
agreogi to increase his .moh:hu gun ammunition, Bach man was to carry
at laast five fragmsmtsatidn. grenades, This additional weight was a
burden en the men for the march, but having the exire emmunition seemed
fto give them more confidence. (61) |

The blenket-rolle w&o piled at Oompany Command Post and the 536
radios were éhackod. Bach radio operator was carrying two extra batie
erlea and thére was an skira 8,0sB, 300 radio battery to be carried
by the Compaany Qommand Group. Hach squad 1nder. had & sound power
telephons sad each platoon had an EB-8 fisld telephone and & reel of
¥D 110 wire, {(62)

The platoons reperted to the Gonpany.comder a8 soon as thay
were ready to march and the Company Commander notified Batialioen by

(60), (61), (62) Personal knowledge,
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radio, {(63)

‘Lieutenant Colonel Minor informed the Cempany Commander that he
would merch at the head of the column and to await his arrival befors
moving oute (64)

.A.t about 2360 hours, 20 Marsh 1945, the Battalioer moved eut of
Ober=~Otterbagh, moving along the west continuation of the Eastu¥West
road through the town, (805 Map E). After marching fer aﬁout 500
yords the road came to a dead end and the route continued on a wagon
trail west through the draw, (65)

A squad from the 24 plateen haﬁ been sent out to precede the
column by about 50 yards for security purposes, (66)

The march was slow and it was imparative that contact be maine
tained, The men were loaded heavily and there were fallen trees and
rocks along ths trail which nadl; walking difrficult, (67)

After the Rattslien had moved about one Wile, Lisutenant Colonsl
Minor thought he might have passed the place gelected 10 tura north
up the- stesp ridge to the 3d Battalion's position, Seen after, word
came up the coluan - "th.oro are six men from the 3d Battaliom in the
coluan®, The nah lat;r were identifled to be a carrying party with
ammanition and water for the 3d Battalion, The Bergeant in charge
of the party agreed to guide the Rttalim into the positien,. (68)‘
| The night was guiet snd diseipline sleng ths columsn wes excel-
lent, Not a sound could be heard except for an occasifmal ‘ratile of
an amunition box over the rocks, Rveryone peemed to realize the
danger that was only a stone's throw awey, _ ‘

The column turned north, pulling and dragging itself up the
steep banks," (See Map E)s After moving about 100 yards, it cawe

(63), {64) Persenal knowledge; (65) A4, Personal knowledge; (68)
(67)s (68) Personal knowledge. :



upoh the first obstacle of the Siegfried Line, The Gormans had felled
the trees about a.hudrod ¥ards in froeat of the Line and had oreated
an obstacle of abeut 100 yerds in depth, running parsllel te the frent
of the line, The nountaimr at this point wers extremsly wooded and
this ingenious obstacls was very effective miﬁst Infantry. If was

~ virtuslly impossible ?o arawl under or through the 11:‘55. The only
course was to go over the top, ‘rt is estimated that it toek the lst
Battalien two hours te get through this barrier, (69)

The next obetecle encountered was a tangle of ba.é‘bad. wire,
which d4id net appear to have any pattern, It wap Juﬁ tied to trees
and strewn haphagzardly across the front for a depih of about ten yards,
' This obstacle had been out by the 3d Battalion and 4id not delsy the
column, (70) |

After moving ahout. another fifty y#ﬁs the head of the column
" come upon the first pillbex (Bax #l, (See Map E))s It was surreunded
b7 & trench sbout waist deep. Men of the 3d Battalien could be seen
in the trenchss threughout thes area, They proved to be Headguerters
Company of the 34 Battalion., (71)

. The 3d Battalion Commander, Ii. Col, Everstt B.‘Sinpnen, met
Lte Col, Minor outside the pillbex and informed It. Gol. Minor that
he had g;nides there to move the lst Betianlion Companies into pesi-
tion, (72)

A guide from ﬁonpp.ny E was tharo_ to guide Company B into it's
positions The Company Commander ordered Lt, Repke te take the Gompany
into position as the Compeny .cmdcr had been ordered by I&., Cole
Minor to remain at the 3d Battalien Command Post (8ee Map E), until
the Battalion had closed in the area, (73)

(68)ys (70), (71)s (78), (73) Personal knowledge.
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Aftar the last Company had arrived in the area, Lt. Col. Minor

gave instructions to the Company Commanders to ferm their companies

in aftack formation and as soon as he could coordinate with the 34
Battalion, they would atiack and out the transverse supply road
immediately in rear of this portion of the Siegfried Line, _(s»'
Map R)e It was now about 0400 hours, 21 March 1945, |

The Battelion closed into the area and the companies were
digperseed in the trenches throughout 'l‘.,he 3d Battelion araa; Compsny
B moved into K Oonpahy's position and found the Company had three
large pillbaxes (boxes Ro.s. 2,3, and 4), within it's areae The |
plllboxes in this seetor jore a & round type abount thirty feet in
diameter and abgut twelve feet high; large snough to hold a rifle
platooﬁ. The men of Company B dropped into the trenches and most
of them had & chance te get = few minutes slesp, _

Lte Cols Minor gave the conpany Commendere mtructiene for the
attack, It was learned from the 3d Battalion that prch'o.bly.feur or
five pillbaxes remained to be clsared befors the Line could be bres
| ched, The enemy situation was mot known, although Gon;a.n ﬁni@ars
had been firing into the area during the night frem trenches aheut
Tifty yards in front of the Battialion, Company B was teo attack on
.tho-right through Company K and Company A on the left threugh Gempany
Ls The Battalion would Jump off ‘o.t 0700 hoursy, with the mission of
‘outting the road et the rear of the Lime, (74) (See Map B).

The B Company Commshder went forward to his Company. -It was
naceasaxry to go Lo eagh platoon positiion and give the instructions
to individual platpon leaderss It was a very Brief orders Zach
platbon was to ror'n'-‘ ia & wedge and assault r.ron. its present poaition.

{74) Dersonal kmowledge.



If any enemy fire was encountered at short range, every mah was to
fire from 'I'flao hip snd keep moving forward, The 34 platom'g was 10 be
on the right; the 2d on the left; the lst in suppert behind the 3d,
The Mortar Section and conpa.ny.neaduartern weres 0 remajin in plece,
The Machine Gun platoon was to support the attack by fire from posi.
tions in reesr of pillbex 3. The Light Machine Gun Seotion was to re-
main attached to the lst platoon and protect the cpen right flanks
There was no mentioﬁ of keeping contaet with Company A on the left,
(75)

It so happsned that the formatien caused 1ittle movement in
the tr;nchas prior _to the attack, By eeiﬁcidonco, Lisutentant Repke
had assigned platoon areas that would Just abeut rit the attack fore
mation. (76)

Gomplaay B. Jumped off at 0700 hours, 21 March 1945 The lead
squads had just cleared the trenches whenh a Germsn machine gun fired
into the left frent of the formation., The ground at this poini fell
off ag the Company had cleared the top of the ridge and the Germsn
bullets cracked in the irees above the mens The German machine gun
was anaswered with a heil of rifle fire from Company Be

Every man was out of the trenches now nevln(;afomd and the
lead squad of the 2d platoon had teken six prisoners and kiilod two
Germens at the machine gun position, euiside of pillbox 7+ The Cowe
pany was still moving and again a pair of machine piﬁtols fired into
the right. flank of the 3d platoon. This caused return fire to be
'delivored;hy the 3d and lst platoons to the right front of the CoOme
panys  (77) (Bee Hap E).

The platoon sergeant of the ad plateoon, Technical Sergeant
(78)s (76) Personal knewledge; (77) Statement of Toehnicél Sergeant

Frank Middleton, Squad Sergeant of 3d Flateon, B Company, on 27 January,
1949, Personal knowledge,




Jesse J, Doering, ordered his platoon to assault to the right front.
The platoon overran two pillboxes (5 and 6), and found about ten
.Germs huddled in each, offeribg no resistance., Three or four of
the prisoners in pillbox 6 weres wounded by the rifie rire from the
33 and lst platoons, (78)

The Company Commander ordered the lst platoon to pass through
the 3d and dig in on the north slope of the ridge .on the north side
of the roads (8ee Map E). The movement by the 1lst platoon was acc-

omplished. The Bdght uﬁ&hine Gun section moved into pillbox No. 6
and covered the approach up the road from the Eagt,

The Company Commander had just reported to Battalion by radie
that the Company wes astride the road ;uhon a' terrific barrage of
' Nebelwerfers (lasting approximately 1C minutes), hit along the ro@d
in the direct center of the company., The lst platoon was caught
under the troos and suffersd the most with two men killed and four
badly wounded, The remainder of the company wae able ta take cover
in the pillbakes or in the trenches eround them. (79)

Company A, atiaeking on the left had not progressed from itfs
assembly position, As the company attempted to move out, a machine
gun in pillbox no, 9, helked ite ettacks The Company was never able
to take the bex and it was finally bye-passed and later in the day it
wag surroihded and cut off, Not until then did the Germsns occupying

| pilibox no., § surrenders (80) |

Lte Col. Minor informed B Company Commander te remein in posi.
tion ‘unt:l.l A Company could capture pii].bm:u noa, 9 and 10 and move
onto the road, It was now about 0330 hours. (81)

B Compeny Artillery Observer had registered his artillery aleng

(18), (79). (80), (81) Personal knowledge.
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the draw to the front and German movement could be detected along the
next éidge. Qur Artillery was beinhg fired along the ridg§ and into
the town of Dorreanbach, (82) (Bee Map EK)

The south .aide of fthe ridge to the front ceuld be sgeen and
there was ancoither barrier of trees along its side similar to the
one the Company had crawled over the night before. During the day
‘abaut gix Germens infilirated into B Company's pesitioh and surren-
dereds’ They r'opor'ted that about fiffy Germans were on the reverse
slope of the ridge to the front. (83) (8ee Nap K)

At @'baut 1500 hours, B Company Commander received instructions
from Lt. Col. Hinor to coniinus the attack and i;sd Dorrenbach, The
Batt_aiim plan was not explajned at this time, (84) |

Th§ company Commander instructed the lst and 2d platoons to ine
filtrate by sq_uads'down into the draw and to cress the tres barrier
to their front. Tho\i&aohine Gun platoon was to move to piubdz Hoe 7
amd_. support the attack on the ridge by firs, The 3d plafoen was to
fellow the 1st and the Light Machine Gun ssction was to remain in
place and pretect the right flank of the company by fire, (85)

(8ee Map E)

The move across the iree barrier was .cempleted by abeut 1600
and the attack formation was arranged with 24 pletoon on the left and
1st on the right, in platoon wedges, The 3d plateon wae 1n physical
oont#et with the rear of the 1lai platech snd Gonpa.ny Headguarters was
following the 24 platoon in column. (86)

After the _quick suceess in the pillboxes, the platoon leaders

(82), (83), (8_4). (85), (86) Personal knowledge.



wanted to use the same tactics for this atiack and th§ Company Comme
ander-agreed, As 500D ne eneiy contact was umede, every man would
fire and the sssault wewuld be autematic. (87)

The ¢ompany moved up the ridge at about 1630 hgura and was met
by a couple of 1nnrroet1f’ bursts of machine pistol fire, The assault
begar and the Germans tired to surrender, but as soon as one would
got onto his fest, he was out down by the imtense rifle firs. Soms
Germans were able 1o surrender however snd they were oaming back
through the rifle platoons with their hande on their heads, Tﬁe rifle
platoons did not bother te dispateh guards for them as they were in-
tent upon reaching Dorrenbach and the houses, It was & strange aight
and for & moment at this point, it was hard to ceatreol the attaek,
~ As the men were moving forward the Germans were tryin; to move to the
fear of the formation without being shet, The reports of prisoaerﬁ
taken during the morning were found to be approximately correct as
thirty more prisoners were taken off the ridge by B Company and it is
octinaitd that about ten or twelve were killed‘or wounded and lefd
on the ridge., (88)

The attack had Besen preceded ﬁy a battalion barrage of artill-
ary, requested by the B Company Forward Cbserver. The sttack had
prdgreused 8o ripidly that the forward elemenis of the lst platoon
were now almost to the darrage. Lisutenant Smith radiced the fire
dirsction center to step the barrage, At this point company coﬁtrcl
was lost; the 2d platoon seeing the roofs of the houses in Dofr&nbach ‘
at the foot of the next draw broke into a run. The lst platoen pulled
around in back of them and the town wae entered ®y the company in
column, The barrage was gtill falling en the ridge ebeve the tawn

(87), (88) Personal knowledge.



when the company closed in ths houses. (89)

The men surged thrl‘mgﬁ the little town and & German wegon train
of Jsu,ppliaa- and equipment was sliezed en the main road of the town,
The Germans offered ne resietance and it wes found thet eeveral Germen
kitchen crews and supply personnel were in the town, As the riflee
men would enter the housas, Germans would come out and surrenders -
Approximetely 100 prisonere were taken in ihe mad rush into Dorrene
bachs (90)

The cmpany was reorgeniged and by 1800 hours, @mmy 2 had
closed into the town over the same rmte uesd by Company B in the
sttacks The hills around the town were reéistsrad witt_l s:tillery
rﬁq by Lieutenant Smith, The company garrisened.the houses on the
ou'tf-zlc:l.rte of the town and prepared to defend the town, (91)

The Batialion Commander and the romind;r of the Battalion
moved into the town about an hour later, Twe plateons of Company A
had been plaééd on the flanks of the route into town to pretasct it.
(o2) : _

The Germans centinued to pound Dorrenbach threwgheut the night
with artillery and mertars, but ne counterattacks or snemy pection '
other than the shelling was experienced. (93)

About 0800 hours, 23 March 1945, the 3d Battalion of the 143d
Mmtry moved through ]Jorr_-enba.eh to exploit ths bresk-through, thusly

the 143d InfaNtry had bresched the Biegfried Line, (94)

Io look back over the operation: The moet ocutstanding obaere
vation on the writer's part is the ameunt of physiczl endurance ree .
(89) A=~4, Peraocnal knowledger: (50), (P1l) Personal kmowledge; (92)

A~4, Personal knowledge; (93) A=d, Personal knowledge; (94) A=3,
A4, A6, _ '



quired of sn Infantryman in an operation of this typsc The men of
Company B, after a sevare two day battle in Hertewiller, were reguired
to march some 20 miles through delaying actions and contimue the attack
into the ﬁiegtried Line, The need for speed in the operation prevenmted
rest or relief, It cannot be sssn hew this atrain could have been pre
vented witheut additional troops.

The failure on the cqnpu.ny Mdtr's part to squip his men
properly for the atltack and proevide proeper shoes caused much suffer-
ing that should Ea_ve besn feressen and aveided, Buiteble shoes
could havs bheen made avallable if they had been reguestsd from Regiment,

The night attack into the dragons testh of the Siegfried Line
was not an oéerat ion which Company B could be proud ofy The instrucw ..
tiens received from the Battalion 8«3 left the whele attack in a haze
of uncertainty,. If the sttack was to succeed, the tenks were 1o plgy
8 vital part in preventing it. The tanks could be heard meving far
Mmlles and the presence of a brass band could not have eauaq-ners
attention frem the Germans. The Company B Cemmander can h; thankful
that he had a fine group of non-commissicned officers with him be-
cause the order for the withdrawal from the dragens teeth was a hasjhj
and incomplete one and it was the aggressive action on the part of the
nen~commisg ioned officers that prevented the campany from being disergan-
ized, Hewever, neither A nor B Companies sufferad emﬂtim;' the reason
being the spsed by which the witMrm].. waeg completod. |

The movement to the 3d Battalion's p.osit ion was & planned, well
coordinated move, The attack through the 3d Battalion was a very hastily
plgnnod. sttack, but Company B knew what 1% was to do and &4id it,

The decision of the Regimental Commander, Uolonel Georges E, Lynch,



as to the gelection ef the rcﬁte 40 the 3d Battalion at Grassbherg, was
an aggressive and Einky one, Spesd wee of the emsence, Any other roeute
would have beeh too long to permit success,

It is not believed that Company B could have made the beld frental
agsaults that 1t did on the 31 March 1945 ageinat well erganized and
disciplined troops, The Germans opposing the let Battalion, 1424 Inw
Tantry were not up to the standard of Germean troops enceuntered im the
sarly part of the ware Haiovar. it is believed thet the tactiecs used
were appropriate and that the method of asgault used savéd casualt les
and alloﬁed the men to use their fire powsr,

Company A's fallure to take pillbex No; 9 delayed the edvance
by about six heura, Had the Baitalion Cemmander ordered Company B
10 make ﬁ flenking attack on ths bex, it ie believed the bak could
have been taken., Had contact been mainteined between A and B Companties,
the bui‘vpuld have quickly beesn surrounded and eliminated,

It iz noted that Company B did not have any Eangineers ettached
for the operation, Evente proved that {they would have been of no
benefit under the cilrcumstances, Hﬁnovar, it weas lucky they were Rt
needed since they wers not there, |

Artillery support was an important factor in the attack at
Grassberge The close coordination of the Artillery Ferward Observer
and the Company Commander was of unt@ld benefit to the Company. The
shifting of the barrege above Dorrenback oould not have been performed
without tpin coordination ae the attack was moving so faste

Had the Goﬁmans covered the fallen tres barriers with small arms
fire or artillery, they would have incressed their effectiveness grently

and would have delayed the lst Battalion's relatively quick victorys
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To look over the score of the eperation: Company B, 1424 Inw
fentry hed smwashed the Siegfried Line and had mede the final bresk
which allowed the 36th Division to continue on it's mission into the
Rhine Plain®s. The company had taken between 100 and 150 prisoners
and had killed firﬁeen or more Germans, The company received casuai—
ties of two men killed, two officers and six enlisted ien wounded.

The Regimental commaﬁder of the 1424 Infaniry, Colonel George
B, nyneh (now on the General Staff of Army Field Forces), wrote this
about the B Company attack in Dofrenbach. "The action of Company B
21 March 1945, in fighting through the SIegiried Line to Dorrenbach
was an inapired one in which the combination of compsny eaperit,
coolness and daring overcame all obstacles ﬁith inoredible spaed?®,
(95) |

By War Department General Order, Number 37, 1946, ‘the 1424
Infantry was cited for ontstanding performance qr duty in sction
at the Siegfried Line, iisseﬁbourgunorronbaah‘area.

LESSONS
S8ome of the lessons emphasized by this operatioen aret

- le To achieve success in an attack, it is necessary that an

~

understood plan, though it may be brief, ba given %o every member

in the organizations

C T J R
r .JHWWK? 2, Ibserve unit coumandsrs should meke cantinaous reconnai-

&
{ }Vd asance in the attack and have tentatlve plans prepared to put to

T

work upon commitment.

3. Enpleying the maximum asmount of fire by every wesapon in

the rifle colpany during the assault, will lessen casuelties and

bt MR TR S
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(95) Btatamont of Colonel George E. Lvnch. then Commander of 142d
Infantry, 36th Division, on 10 January, 1948,




speed the attack,

4, PFiring from the hip, by the riflemen, in the general direc.

-

tion of ‘t.he enemy, will keeap tha enemy pinned to ths ground, allowing
O £ T LErl iy S e P

the asseult to move forwerd,

5y It 18 imperative that prior to an attack, the Cempeany Comm~

- e LR R T R P
ander consider wory eventuality in rego.rd to clothing a.nd sguipment,
- MR -ﬁ"\“'\ SRR AT SRR 4 ey A T T TR

.64 Loss of key persounel and ei’fieers is to 'he u:p.oted. Trala-

Ing of nonecommisasioned off icers 4o fill vecancies ehould be planned

for in a training progranm,

T¢ The value of the l!l rifle and its fire power should be ine
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atilled ha overr mrmtrm
- i T

-8. .lntiaipatod munitien o.ad supply requirements should never:
— - PP - . .
be overlockad, even at plateon and sqaa.d. levels. ' il
AR DN 50 3 St

9« Perscnnel from supporting arms should, prier to an aperation, ,
s IR S R M RO - i L ——

bo nequaintsd w:lth tha menbers of the organizatiom, ptruonnlitiu and

A WWWM TR T L T L
proaednros of the orguni.aation which tkey are supperting.
. - s AT I X

10, Dense fallen trees can bs an effective obstacle to Infantry

e

wire <

% with smell arms or a.rt:l.llary fires

1lls Leoss of complets company nantrol can be txpeetod for short

1ot

i ppe. W
intervale dnrins & Tast moving attasic, Ini.tutiva and oomzand mut
K s b i 1 2 A AN kit

be an:peeted of platoon 1aadaru and noneoemmisnsioned officers,

12, Speed ins a vital fmtor in en Infantry ztteck, Immediate
s e W AN R T

decisions must be made and any method to speed the attack must be

aatinipated.

13. The uss of tanks in a night atteck will deorease the elemsnt

[ — - y Hiitgs

of surprise and permit the enemy to detect movement.
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